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"AICF holds a special place In Israel’'s history,
anriching the lives of thousands of artists. including
many of the most significant female voices In the
arts. Though we are a merit based funder, we
champion diversity and work to include artisfs from
all walks of life who best represent lsrael’s creafive
spirit. As a new Board member and proud alumna,
I'm thrilled to be supporting AICF and the incredible
work we confinue to do year affer year. | hope
you'll join us In supporting not only more women
artists such as these, but all of our grants and
programs.”

-Yael Alkalay

Board Member and former AICF grant recipient

Viola Navot, 13,
from Sha’ar Efraim
Violin & Piano
(Grant Recipient)

Was there a performance fhat ypou gave or
aftended that was especially powerful?

[ will never forger the fiest concer I played wich a professional orchestra. AICF held
audirions for young musicians and provided us with the oppormanicy vo play a
moverment from a concereo with the lseael Chamber Orchestra, Twas eremendously
excired while I sar waiting vo play, listening o the orchestra open and knowing thar
this epening was for no one else bar me.

What do you think makes a musician
especially good?

The ability to bring something new o the piece without taking away from the
conposcrs original intention,



Miri Lapidus, 17, from Jerusalem
Classical Dance (Grant Recipient)

Do pou remember pour first performance?

Ve, [ was about 9 vears old and [ remember dhe :Ii.'n.'li:lg that the SLAfE Was where 1

helon LLL‘I | was very excited by the avdience members w 1|:|.|'|:i|'||_| me. Even with a

million eyes |r-.:-l:|n|__| ar me, | find p-\.rh:-r|11|n|__I enpoyable. As the YEArs go by,

rr.a||r|.|-|¥l has become more and more intense, 'nl'm: means thar I have to h|__,:| T4
bhe the hest at whar [ doo

What do ypou feel is the value of dance in our
culture and soclety?

Dance and movement are a past of life and it imporeant that we |-'.:-:-p-: XpOsing
dance and dewve |n|1ing ir th rr-ughm:.r the world, ‘-:'i.'n '“il-h find technalo rgical

e |'\l|'|| EIMENTS I‘ BT YRATHFIS r|'|ng-: m r|'||‘|.=|'. 5 sOeCie r sl | hl-: II-: Ve r|'|.ar |‘|'|I'|| eisan
OTEANEE &1T form and can onlv be prr-: fuced in its oruest form o convey honest

ST ang I |1||n'|.i|'||r'.

Dron't listen oo anyone char rells you char vou don't have whar ic cakes oo be an
artist, 1 learned eardy on char 1 need o believe in nayself and o never give up uncil
[ the best and strongest dancer Tean be

Gal Varon. 19, from Kfar Safa, lives in Berlin
Bassoon (Grant Recipient)

What do you like most about plaping?

[ will always continue to work onomy abilities as a soloist, but 1 do leve plaving with
an srchistra and performing with groups of musicians. My maost exciting moments
25 3 musician come from sitdng in |:|1L midss of the orchestra, bei i surros uncled by
percussionists and wind players and not even playing at all. It such a powerful
i:.n.|.'-1r|-. 1,

What is the place of music and art in our society?

Music is a privi |L|__r|~: Irs a universal I""'F-' Hge and some r|'|ng that is bevond all of us,

Mexr year | will accend a music ac '||‘||.I'|1'- in Berlin funded h'. [anie] Barenboim and
rll.u.n Said, At the acade iy, the |_p1| is DO WSS MIBSIC 45 & way o birin k|1;|1|1ln

r-::-gn. r|'u.r I I'll'l L;H. T\.!-f'l r|'ur i ~n'|.t|| L‘_r\tll.lp |'||‘ ArTISES '\.!-l.l.l 1CALE TSI [0 I'\l r A "l: nT

musicians buc mo also o be excellens human |'u|ng': It’s & rare oppormunicy that

nDrings us roper I'I-\: rem 'HIII.‘I'- I L& .il'll‘l 'lI 1y 0 r|'ur
E B I EE

How did pou use the AICF granf?

[ lave been a recipient of the granes since the age of 14 and AICF has always plaved
a critical role in my success. Being a musician includes many expenses from lessons
to instrument maintenancs, classes, and eravel. Tam moving out of my parenes
home for che first time and Twill be on my own in Germany. It is reassuring o know
theat [ have che financial support from AICF vo make that possible.




=

afhy Tak es,-:—f:*- "4-&'.7_":? |

T
L
k. . ol
e

s

Michal Uziel, 27,
from Ramat Hasharon
- Theater (Grant Recipient)

What makes an excellent actor and

performer?

Empathy. If an acrar doesn't feel and isn't emationally sensitive, then they
have nething te contribute to the sage. Being empathetic wo a character
and being able to show a range of emotion is key. Professionalism and
dedication are also crudial. Taking time For research and self discovery are
twa things that an actor should be naturally drawn o, Lastly, persistence is
fundamental, do not give up on yourself

What Is the value you see in theater?

Theaters start out with a geal to communicate a message. When there is
depth and meaning behind the work that demonstrates that whae the
creatirs are I:r:finﬁ b Comvey, it can be |:::hv|:r|:||:|.]r ]:-:m‘-:rﬁJL

How was your audition for AICF?
The audition was an amazing expericnce. It didn't feel like an audition. |
found myself simply enjoying the proces and was unusually relaxed. [
think that’s why [ goe the grane, because | was able to be myselfin the
audition. When | got the scocptance letter [ was shocked but at the same
time [ el that my hard work Pli.d.li.lﬁl: It was & huge win financally and
alsor helped to increase my confidence asa performer.

Do you remember experiencing art that

affected you deeply?

Hanach Levin's Requiem {Ashkava) was a big influence, 1 saw it for the
firse time when 1 was 16, D was a very dramatic reenager, and this piece pave
me the freedom o embrace my emotions and helped me feel understond,
Becanse | could relare o someone else’s pain, [ wasn't alone in the wordd,
Someone could create something that helped me and ok me through on
an emotional journey,

When I gotinto acting school 1 made the commirment oo give people char
same experience,




Romi Avidan, 28, from Kfar Vradim,
lives in Haifa - Visual Art (Grant
Recipient)

When did you reallze you wantfed fo be a

professional artist?

From a young age, art has been an oudlet and 2 way to oruly express myself,
Ix helped me develop a creative way of thinking and o look ac che world
differently.

AR

How do pou know when a plece s done and
that you are ready to release itP Making art
and gefting feedback must feel very

personal.
When creating art, you put your soul on display for everyone po see. The

piece is never really done. It continues to develop even as the viewer
interaces with ir. This is the crizical part of the wodk. Whether the piece is
goed ar not, the viewer and [ both judge it. | am che harshest judge of my
awn work. 5o the decision has to be made at some paint, to throw i ouc

into the waeld and see what happens next.

How do you see art today in the context of

our soclefy and everyday life?

Art can't be disconnected From the word today, It needs to FEE a message
acrass, cither secially or politically. Art can also be a vehicle o think
differently and o read between the lines. My recent piece was political and
I think that’s inevitable with the realitics we face in lsrael,

How was pour audition/interview for AICF?P

It was really pleasane. They didn’ offer their opinions but instead asked 2
kot of questions that made me think. They alse asked whether I wanted e
continwee with my art after graduation, My answer was yes before even
realizing it myself, Ies the air Dbreathe..

What did the grant enable you to do?P
I was able o buy a video camera for che fiest dme in oy life, T
woiild not have been able vo afford one otherwise, The camera
enables me po not depend on anyone else 1o help with my work,

- Encnuragamant*f
from a young age
sfarfs with famHy & AICF.

Every $2500 grant helps foster
genemﬁans of artistic excaﬂanca Jn Isme!




Maya Amir, 27, from Tiberias,
currently in Basel, Switzerland -
Mezzo-Soprano (Grant Recipient)

Why are music and art imporfanf?

This is what we live for. This is our way to express our feelings and
versatility. It can bring people and cultures together, When [ meee people
from countries that lirael doesn’s have great relations with, [ Bind that
throwgh art that there are no borders, Music makes the world more global.

As g performer, what do you want ypour
audience to take away from pour show?

[ want my audbence 1o get deeply excieed by my musse. [ want o be abde o
gt a massage across throwgh the melodses, Audiences should have a
poweriul experience through rangss of emotion and stores, When |
atpemd conoerts as an audience member, Daame o leave asa diferent
persan, Music changes me by giving me new perapoctive and inspirathon

Your wildest dream?

['d love to perform with great archestras and to sing all of my Favorite
pieces. The program wonld showcase -\."t'a.r:.'r|'.i:|{I [ can do in the best
p-c:::-:ihiq. way. Un stage, | would have che freedom o reveal whao | r|.'.'|||:.
am, in a more rezl way than in oy d.'.:.' ta day life, |:|'m:|l.||_;]1 several

-\:.'ur;.'n'r'..

What makes a singer stand out in your
opinion?

Personaliey is the key. It's a combination of 1 beautiful voice, strong
technique, theatrical abalities and passion about one’s wark.

The amdience can feel that.

- -

Hadas Cohen, 28, Ma'ale Adumim,
lives in Herzliya - Fashion Design
(Grant Recipient)

Is there any aspect of fashion design that
interests you particulariy?

[ am interested in how



What do you think makes a musician
parficularly good?

[ ask myself, "Would 1 come hack o listen to thar person  Did 1
experience ssmseching chrough their muosic that [ wouldn’s have
experienced otherwise?™ There are a lot of musicians who can play music
well bt don't have cheir own unique signarare, Thar is whar tums a
musician into & wnique artiss and ane thar people will wans vo go see and

RUNWOTT,

Can you share about one of the musiclans
who inspire you foday?

My aunc Kinar Shaham, my dad's siscer, is an opera singer, | often wonder it
[ would be able and willing vo embirace che lifessyle my father Hagai has in
this field, and what it will be like for me a5 2 woman and pare of o new
generacion of female artises, Rinar is an example of o female musician who
s her career firsc and, ['m inspired by che way she has prioritized her
CATSET.

What is the value of music In the world?

[ think that music is a pure language. Music itself is something that is not
. f

tainted by politics or arguments, and therefore doing it profesionally s a

Nﬂg{] Shah an, I? Born in Tel Aviv privilege. Music is a service to the public, The face that [ am able to provide
lives in Ra'anana joy For people i a great thing, a gift, It invelves a lot of hard work but it

- Violin {E{ﬂnf Recipient) What advice would you give musiclans who

e~ are just starting out?

P -

The maost importane th ing is o he on YOLIr W p-.|7|1. | & L'rf.'r|'|||'||__l| thar
|1.LJ'!-_T!|.'.'I'\. is anaeher Step in your joermey a nd vour career is made of the
accnimtlacion of all milestones. ':::g.'.nd small, When [ don't succeed at
-:::-u'u-rl'unl_l', I know it will make me SITONEET the mexe time and ic will make
future siscoesses even more n".l.';rdiu;. It s
iMPOTTANE 00 NOE COmpars :.'nl'.r-.uH'T-.:- arhers,
“Thiis is easier said than done since its such a
competitive field bur we need o enjoy the joermey

and remember why we're |‘||'-i.1§ it.

What drew you fo arf and what has been
kesping you going?

iy alder sister is a dancer, and [ saw how supporgive my family »

think thar ar times [ felt thar it was easier for me
thean verbially

What do you think about the fashion
industry today and where would pou like to
see |t goingr

[ think there i3 much more knowledge albous

How was pour experience auditioning for

;
['m
1o mieet the

gL .I'|‘| mire, | was .'I.IEIEl'. Lk S

1 to get feedback, A ra ACTUTATY.
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